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IN RECOGNITION OF THE FIFTH 

ANNIVERSARY OF BEAUTIFUL: 
THE CAROLE KING MUSICAL AND 
ALL THE AMAZING CONTRIBU-
TIONS THAT CAROLE KING HAS 
MADE TO NEW YORK AND OUR 
COUNTRY 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 14, 2019 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recognize my 
dear friend Carole King, arguably the most 
prodigious singer-songwriter of our century, for 
the fifth anniversary of Beautiful: The Carole 
King Musical which is based on her life and 
career. 

Beautiful: the Carole King Musical opened 
on Broadway on January 12, 2014. After its 
first season the show won a GRAMMY for 
Best Musical Theater Album as well as two 
Tony awards. In 2015, it opened on London’s 
West End, garnering 2 Olivier Awards. The 
show is now entering its sixth year. 

Carole King launched her extraordinary mu-
sical career as a hit songwriter at the young 
age of seventeen with the song ‘‘Will You 
Love Me Tomorrow,’’ co-written with her then- 
husband Gerry Goffin. With Goffin and others, 
she went on to write dozens of chart-topping 
songs throughout the 1960’s. King made her 
breakthrough as a musical artist in her own 
right when she released her era-defining 
album Tapestry in 1971, which stayed on the 
charts for over six consecutive years and was 
inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame in 
1998. 

To date, King has composed more than 100 
hit singles and amassed numerous prestigious 
musical awards, including four Grammy 
Awards. She was the first woman to receive 
the Library of Congress Gershwin Prize for 
Popular Song, which she was honored with in 
2013. She has also been inducted into the 
Songwriters Hall of Fame as well as the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame and was a Kennedy 
Center Honoree in 2015. 

In addition to her prolific musical career, 
King has also dedicated her exceptional abili-
ties towards environmental activism and en-
suring the conservation of American wildlife, 
parks, and wild places. King is a long-time 
resident of Idaho and began working with the 
Alliance for the Wild Rockies in 1990, testi-
fying on Capitol Hill against legislation that 
would harm Idahoan natural spaces. She has 
also been a stalwart and outspoken advocate 
of the Northern Rockies Ecosystem Protection 
Act (NREPA), a bill I have introduced in every 
Congress since the 103rd Congress. King tes-
tified in favor of NREPA in 2009 before the 
House Natural Resources Subcommittee on 
National Parks, Forests, and Public Lands. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in celebrating the extraordinary contribu-
tions of Carole King, whose environmentalism 
and musical talents have bettered New York 
and our nation and inspired a Broadway musi-
cal. 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF THE EX-
TRAORDINARY LIFE OF MAYOR 
LARRY PAUL LANGFORD 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 14, 2019 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the extraordinary life and 
legacy of the late Mayor Larry Paul Langford. 
Mayor Langford was a beloved member of the 
Birmingham, Fairfield and Jefferson County 
communities, who had bold dreams for the 
communities he loved and served He pro-
moted economic development and made sig-
nificant investments in the children and 
schools of Fairfield and Birmingham. Mayor 
Langford will be remembered as a larger than 
life personality who broke boundaries as the 
first black reporter for the region at WBRC; the 
first black Mayor of Fairfield, AL; the first black 
President of the Jefferson County Commis-
sion; and as a former Mayor of Birmingham. A 
Vietnam veteran, Mayor Langford served in 
public office in multiple capacities for nearly 23 
years and will be greatly missed. 

On March 17, 1946, Larry Langford was 
born to John Langford and Lillian Nance 
Langford, as the oldest of six children. He 
grew up understanding the importance of a 
good education and having a strong founda-
tion of faith to guide him. His mother often 
stressed that a quality education was the key 
to improving one’s lot in life and encouraged 
all of her children to strive for academic suc-
cess. A proud graduate of A. H. Parker High 
School in Birmingham, Langford took his 
mother’s advice to heart, but placed his 
dreams of attaining a college degree on hold 
when he chose to enlist into the United States 
Air Force shortly after finishing high school. 

After serving for five years in the Air Force 
during the Vietnam Era, Langford returned 
home with a renewed sense of service to his 
community and quickly completed his college 
education at the University of Alabama at Bir-
mingham (UAB). Langford attained a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in Social and Behavioral 
Sciences and began working for a local news 
station. Langford became the first African 
American male to become a news reporter for 
WBRC 6 News in its region The importance of 
this role was never lost on Langford. He knew 
that after the tumultuous decade before, to 
have an African American man reporting the 
news in this area was just one of several 
signs that the City of Birmingham was chang-
ing. Langford did well as a reporter, using his 
charisma and outgoing personality, he was 
able to speak with the people of Birmingham 
every day and record their stories. 

After several years working as a reporter, 
Langford decided to run for his first political of-
fice. He was elected to the Birmingham City 
Council in 1977 where he quickly became 
known as the ‘‘liveliest and most outspoken’’ 
of the council members, as well as the most 
media-savvy. He would frequently brief report-
ers before meetings and would then provide 
the most memorable or controversial quotes 
packaged in sound bites for television cov-
erage. During his time on the Birmingham 
Council, he also worked as a radio news di-
rector and contributed to the Birmingham 
Times. After an unsuccessful run for Mayor of 
the City of Birmingham against fellow council-

man Richard Arrington, Jr. in 1979, Langford 
temporarily retreated from public service. 

By 1982, Langford had moved to Fairfield, 
AL and married the love of his life, Melva Fer-
guson A few years later, Langford decided to 
return to public service and help the City of 
Fairfield respond to the complaints of the com-
munity. Langford ran for Mayor and won hand-
ily, defeating a crowded field of several can-
didates. Langford became the first African 
American Mayor of the City of Fairfield in 
1988, another first for the charismatic public 
servant. After his election, he began an ag-
gressive campaign to revitalize the city that in-
cluded a massive project that would fix the 
streets and sidewalks of Fairfield. After a suc-
cessful lobbying attempt to the Alabama State 
Legislature, Langford was granted more power 
in his role as Mayor over the Fairfield City 
Council, that allowed him to increase the city’s 
sales tax to save Fairfield City Schools which 
were facing bankruptcy and the possible threat 
of having to close all of the public schools in 
the City. It was there that Langford became an 
outspoken advocate for students and began to 
find ways to make sure students who attended 
Fairfield City Schools would be ready for the 
technological advancements they would be 
facing in the near future. 

While the Mayor of Fairfield, Langford also 
distinguished himself by pushing for regional 
cooperation in economic development and he 
became the driving force behind an agreement 
of 11 Jefferson County municipalities to join 
forces in 1998 to finance the construction of 
Visionland Amusement Park in Bessemer, a 
$90 million project. 

During his fourth term as Fairfield Mayor, 
Langford set his eye on the Jefferson County 
Commission where he hoped his connections 
in Jefferson County would allow for stronger 
regional partnership amongst the cities of Jef-
ferson County. Langford was elected to the 
Jefferson County Commission in 2002, defeat-
ing incumbent Jeff Germany. After being elect-
ed to the Commission, he was then elected 
President of the Jefferson County Commis-
sion; becoming the first African American to 
do so. A strong believer in helping students 
succeed, he proposed a 1 percent sales tax 
that helped build 30 new schools and gen-
erated over $1 billion in revenue. These new 
resources were immediately put to use by the 
nearly 36,000 students who were a part of the 
Jefferson County School System at that time. 
This was one of Langford’s most successful 
projects and the effects of these schools are 
still felt throughout the county today. 

In 2006, Langford attempted a second run 
for Mayor of Birmingham This time, he was 
successful and won enough votes to avoid a 
run-off election. Mayor Langford was sworn in 
on November 13, 2007. Just like he had done 
in Fairfield and on the Jefferson County Com-
mission, as Birmingham Mayor, he put stu-
dents first. Langford wanted to make sure that 
these students were getting every opportunity 
possible. Mayor Langford struck an agreement 
with a foundation that provided computers to 
children from developing countries, and got 
them to expand their reach to Birmingham City 
School. Nearly 17,000 elementary and middle 
school students received laptops that year. 

While Mayor Langford’s 23-year political ca-
reer resulted in many successful public 
projects, his service was not without its con-
troversy. Mayor Langford’s tenure as Bir-
mingham mayor was cut short when a jury 
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